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Drone technology can certainly help the American people by assisting first responders and medical needs, 
but we must also address drone enforcement as a nation. This is a critical step to ensure public safety and 
privacy of our citizens. This paper is intended to solicit support and discussion for needed legislation.  
 
A concept of drone legislation has been discussed that may assist national interests in effectuating and 
enhancing public safety. This proposal delegates drone enforcement to local authorities while retaining 
National Airspace control with the FAA. Originating from the FAA Drone Advisory Committee, it has recent 
input from national leaders in the public and private sectors. An adequate “shared enforcement model” 
for drones has yet to be proposed at any level of government.  
 
The increasing trend of drone incursions over first-responder emergencies, government buildings, 
airports, prisons and outdoor public events is causing a significant threat to public safety. Drone detection 
and enforcement by local police remains one of the primary challenges. The U.S. DOT Drone Integration 
Pilot Program and NASA Unmanned Pilot Program are phenomenal programs to integrate drones into our 
airspace, but no agency to date has directly addressed the problem of empowering local police through 
legislative action. 
 
Commercial UAS (Unmanned Aircraft System) operators generally desire to follow the rules and have 
been widely compliant with FAA and the prioritization of public safety. State legislatures should be 
primarily concerned with recreational UAS operators who are inadvertently a danger to public safety 
because they’re unaware of FAA regulations, and UAS operators who seek to harm the public with 
malicious intent. Recreational UAS operators are not subject to the same federal regulation as 
commercial operators, and UAS rules are rarely enforced due to legislative challenges. The key to the 
problem is that while the FAA owns the airspace, it lacks the ability to enforce applicable regulations in 
the face of the growing volume of low-altitude UAS operations. 
 
The solution to this growing concern centers on the enactment and enforcement of state legal and 
regulatory structure that cites and adopts FAA regulation, thereby enabling local police to adequately 
respond to and promote safe drone operations. This infrastructure may be compared to the delegating 
authority of the federal DOT regarding vehicle safety requirements, or immigration enforcement. This 
concept prevents a patchwork of drone regulations, while retaining airspace regulatory authority with the 
FAA. 
 
Please forward comments to your local government representative or to the undersigned for 
consolidation. Your feedback is appreciated to help keep U.S. citizens safe and to address these 
enforcement concerns. 
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